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	Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of 
Mumbles Community Council
held on 9 June 2026 at 6.30pm
(Hybrid Meeting at the Ostreme Centre and via Teams)

	
	



	

	Members Present: Cllrs Will Thomas (Chair), Martin O’Neill (Vice Chair), Rob Marshall, Ian Scott, Angela O’Connor, Helen Nelson, Phil Keeton, Sara Keeton, Tim Zhou, Richard Jarvis and Carrie Townsend Jones


	
	

	
	Officers Present:  Kerry Grabham – CO and Diane Athernought- Finance Administrative Officer	





	CO2606-01
	Apologies for Absence: Cllrs- Xanthe Keeton,  Rebecca Fogarty, Laura Gilbert, Trevor Carr and Dave Lewis.


	CO2606-02
	Declarations of Interest:
Cllrs Sara Keeton and Will Thomas declared personal interests as SCC Councillors in relation to agenda items pertaining to SCC items. 


	CO2606-03
	Public Participation 
(In accordance with Section 48 of the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 and the Standing Orders of Mumbles Community Council. Members of the Public may make representations only on published agenda items. Members of the Public who wish to make representations must inform the Chief Officer at least 3 working days before the meeting. For further guidance, please refer to the Public Participation Policy on the Council's Website.) 

The Chair, Cllr Thomas outlined the procedures for public participation. No members of the public were present.


	CO2606-04
	To approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on the 12th May 2026

RESOLVED To approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 12th May 2026 as a true record.





	CO2606-05
	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd March 2026

RESOLVED To approve the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 23rd March 2026 as a true record.


	CO2606-06
	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 19th May 2026

RESOLVED To approve the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 19th May 2026 as a true record.


	CO2606-07
	Chair’s Report

Cllr Thomas outlined how the recent Bank Holiday Weekend whilst attracting a large amount of visitors brought challenges notably parking, particularly around Langland and Caswell and also the issue of litter.
Cllr Thomas has met with representatives from SCC and a ‘Tow Away’ Area was discussed together with the  ‘tightening up’ of parking restrictions. 
Cllr Thomas has also met with SCC representatives in an attempt to increase the time spent by council staff in clearing the litter. In addition, Cllr Thomas praised the work carried out through volunteer litter picks and educational programmes in schools.
Cllr Thomas provided an update on the access to Oystermouth Cemetery from Slade Road in Newton, following a grant being approved by Full Council, work is due to commence within the next few weeks on the necessary improvements.  Builders have also commenced working on improvements at Oystermouth Woodland Park.


	CO2606-08
	Chief Officers Report

The CO had no additional update for Full Council.


	CO2606-09
	Financial Report for June 2026
Recommend That: 
a) The payments made by the RFO in May 2026 are retrospectively approved. 
b) The bank transfers made by the RFO in May 2026 are retrospectively approved. 

Financial reports had been prepared by RFO, Paul Beynon who had previously provided copies to Councillors (attached at Annex A).
The CO and The Chair addressed questions from Councillors. The issue of purchasing items through Amazon was discussed and the ethicacy of this practice due to MCC’s policy of sustainable procurement. It was agreed that this should be discussed at The Environmental Committee and brought back to Full Council as an agenda item if necessary.
RESOLVED  To retrospectively approve payments made by the RFO in May 2026. 

RESOLVED  To retrospectively approve bank transfers made between Mumbles Community Council bank accounts for May 2026



	CO2606-10
	Report from the Chair of Finance Committee
Cllr Zhou stated that he had no items to report prior to the next Finance Committee Meeting.


	CO2606-11
	Report from the Chair of Environmental Committee
Cllr Sara Keeton highlighted key events from the detailed environmental report which had been circulated prior to the meeting. These included: -
· The Great Big Green Week 
· Volunteering and Crop Collective


	CO2606-12
	Report from the Chair of Culture, Tourism & Communication Committee
Cllr Marshall outlined key aspects from May’s meeting including the Toy and Toast event which is now held every Thursday at The Hub and a proposed Folk Festival which is the subject of a recommendation to be considered subsequently. Cllr Marshall outlined plans to commemorate the 80th anniversary of The Samtampa Disaster before addressing questions from the Council.
Cllr Thomas suggested that The Committee could consider providing welcoming signage and music when events such as ‘Iron Man’ and half marathons pass through Mumbles. In addition consideration could be given to supporting the RNLI Raft Race on a permanent basis.
Cllr Thomas also suggested having netting, ‘star netting’ suspended from the premises at the lower end of Newton Road to celebrate events such as Christmas.
Cllr Nelson proposed that an Events Calander be updated to ensure that officers/Councillors manage correctly the increasing number of events associated with MCC

Family Fun Days within Newton Ward discussed in particular whether the next event should take place at Highmead or Underhill Park. The lack of toilets at Highmead was seen as a disadvantage in light of the ever-growing popularity of the event. Cllr Thomas suggested that two portable toilets could be provided with the four Newton Councillors contributing to their cost should the budget be exceeded. The CO will liaise with SCC over the siting of the toilets at Highmead Park with a maximum budget of £500 available. 

RESOLVED  Cllr Marshall to bring these proposals to The Committee for consideration.

ACTION CO to update/further develop events plans document.


	CO2606-13
	Report from the Chair of Community and Social Development Meeting

RESOLVED To defer the report until July’s meeting of Full Council


	CO2606-14
	To consider Committee Recommendations
To consider any recommendations to Council made by the Committees in May 2026.

The Chair, Cllr Thomas outlined the following recommendation from The Environmental Meeting held on 26th May  2026.
Dennis Dwyer and Colber Adamian-Thomas to be co-opted onto the Environmental Committee and for Chris Evans and Eddie Hall to continue on the Committee.

RECOMMENDED  That Dennis Dwyer and Colber Adamian-Thomas to be co-opted onto the Environmental Committee and for Chris Evans and Eddie Hall to continue on the Committee

The Chair, Cllr Thomas outlined the following recommendations from The Culture, Tourism and Communication Meeting held on 27th May  2026.

Cllr Thomas confirmed with Cllr Marshall that a budget had been previously agreed in April 2026 at Full Council. 

Folk Festival 2026
a) To Hold a Folk Festival in Mumbles in 2026.
b) To Hold the Mumbles Folk Festival during the first weekend of October 2026. (Friday 2nd October to Sunday 4th October)


RECOMMENDED To Hold a Folk Festival in Mumbles in 2026

RECOMMENDED To Hold the Mumbles Folk Festival during the first weekend of October 2026. (Friday 2nd October to Sunday 4th October)


	CO2606-15
	Langland Lifeguards Grant Application

Cllr Thomas outlined the grant application which related to a welfare shelter at a cost of £958. This would allow for participants, particularly children to change in a safe environment.
During the discussion that followed it was the consensus of the Council that whilst the full amount of the cost was being considered, the lack of contribution from RNLI was compensated for through the large amount of volunteer work and through contributions in other areas

RECOMMENDED To provide £958.00 to Langland Lifeguards to contribute towards the cost of a welfare shelter
From Budget FC1 Small and Medium Grants.


	CO2606-16
	Raft Race 2026

Cllr Thomas outlined the grant application which related to celebrating the 40th anniversary of The Raft Race. The application for £5,000 is 50% of the overall cost and proceeds are all charity related. Cllr Thomas will be seeking clarification whether the money raised will remain local to  Mumbles or contribute to a national fund

RECOMMENDED To provide £5,000.00 to Mumbles Lifeboat Crew Association to contribute towards the cost of the 2026 Raft Race
From Budget FC1 Small and Medium Grants.




	CO2606-17
	Love Music Hate Racism 

The CO outlined that a request had been made from Cllr Chris Evans (SCC) to host an event at Mumbles Skatepark aimed at combatting racism. The CO later elaborated on the arrangements necessary. Should MCC provide permission for the skatepark to be used, an events officer/co-ordinator would need to b appointed and all necessary arrangements considered in the same way when MCC manage an event. The responsibly of such arrangements including a risk assessment, to be undertaken by SCC.
The lack of toilets was discussed but it was the consensus of Councillors that the public toilets a few minutes walk away at Blackpill would be sufficient.

RESOLVED That MCC provide permission for the ‘Love Music Hate Racism’ to take place at Mumbles Skatepark on the understanding that SCC are responsible for obtaining any necessary licences, conducting a risk assessment and making any arrangements connected to the event.

ACTION CSO to liaise with Cllr Chris Evans over a reciprocal arrangement taking place for a future time when MCC require the use of SCC grounds when organising an event for the public.


	CO2606-18
	Power at the Skatepark
This agenda item was withdrawn due to the issue in question being dealt with in the previous agenda item  (CO2606-17 refers)


	CO2606-19
	Land outside The George
Proposed that MCC write to CCS for clarity on land ownership and purpose.

The Chair, Cllr Thomas outlined the issue of parking outside The George Public House. The recently imposed parking restrictions by SCC following a public consultation has raised concerns from a number of local residents.
Discussion centred on seeking additional information from SCC and carrying out a Land registry search at a cost of £7 

RESOLVED A land Registry search to be carried out and information sought from SCC as to ownership and rights of use. In Addition any historic rights attached to the land to be researched.


	CO2606-20
	One Voice Wales

The CO outlined that One Voice Wales had prepared an agreement in relation to the conduct of Councillors. The document which had been circulated prior to the meeting requested that MCC and other Councils agree to ‘sign up’ to a civility and respect pledge’. This concerns Councillors being polite and courteous to other councillors, officers, members of the public and partner organisations.

RESOLVED MCC to commit to the ‘pledge’ as set out above.

	CO2606-21
	IT (NLA Quote)

The CO outlined how the NLA quote related to The Story of Mumbles paying an initial fee of  £5,817 plus an annual fee of  £3,700 for the next six years for the privilege of publishing historical articles from newspaper
The consensus of the Council was that MCC could not justify such expenditure without obtaining additional information from the organisers of The Story of Mumbles. In particular how vital is obtaining a licence to publish historical articles to the running of the website. In addition alternatives would need to be explored including the length of the copyright period, creating links on the website to provide users with access to other accounts.

RESOLVED Agenda item deferred to July’s Meeting pending further information being provided by the organisers of The Story of Mumbles.


	CO2606-22
	Oystermouth Castle

Cllr Thomas outlined a proposal for a reduction in the steepness of a path in the outside grounds of Oystermouth Castle. The matter came to light following a recent  fall resulting in a serious injury to a volunteer at the castle. This highlighted a number of other falls some of which resulted in serious injuries. The land in question is owned by SCC who are not prepared to finance the necessary work, but who are prepared to pay for future maintenance. Due to SCC employees carrying out other maintenance work nearby, the work to the path, details of which had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting, MCC have been offered a quote of £2,500 to carry out the work.
During the discussion that followed a number of Councillors were conflicted between the need to maintain the path to safeguard residents and visitors whilst recognising that SCC are ultimately responsible for the path 

RESOLVED To provide £2,500 from reserve funds to reduce the steepness of the path as set out in the information supplied.



	CO2606-23
	Mumbles Bowls Green

Cllr Thomas proposed that this agenda Item should be transferred to the newly created Facilities and Property Committee.

RESOLVED To transfer agenda item to Facilities and Property Committee.


	CO2606-24
	Exclusion of Press and Public
Following the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, it is proposed that the press and public be excluded from the following item of business due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

The Chair outlined that the remainder of the meeting needed to be in a ‘closed session’ due to the sensitive nature of information.
RESOLVED that due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, the press and public be excluded from the meeting.

The recording of the meeting was stopped at 7.53pm


	CO2606-25
	Langland Bay CCTV

The use of CCTV at Langland was discussed.

RESOLVED To consider the use of CCTV at a future Full Council Meeting once further enquiries have been made in relation to costings and alternatives considered.


	CO2606-26
	Mumbles Skatepark CCTV Update

The use of CCTV at Mumbles Skatepark was discussed

RESOLVED To provide £5,000 from the Contingency Fund for the use of CCTV at Mumbles Skatepark.


	CO2606-27
	Underhill Park Update

RESOLVED: To defer this agenda item until the July Meeting of Full Council


	CO2606-28
	To approve the draft policy: Underhill All Weather Pitch Policy 

RESOLVED: To defer this agenda item until the July Meeting of Full Council





Meeting Finished at 8.27pm

Next meeting  14th July 2026







ANNEX A
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C O 2 60 6 - MI      

    1    

Minutes of  the  Monthly  Meeting of    Mumbles Community Council   held on  9 June   202 6   at 6 . 3 0 pm   (Hybrid Meeting  at the  Ostreme Centre and via  Teams )  

  

 

   Members Present :   Cllrs   Will Thomas (Chair) ,   Martin O’Neill  ( Vice  Chair),  Rob Marsh a ll,   Ian  Scott ,  Angela O’Connor ,   Helen Nelson ,   Phil Keeton ,  Sara Keeton ,   T im Zhou ,   Richard Jarvis   and  Carrie  Townsend Jones    

  

 Officers Present :    Kerry Grabham   –   C O a nd   Diane Athernought -   Finance Administrative O fficer    

     

CO2 60 6 - 01  Apolog i es for Absence :  Cllrs -   Xanthe   Keeton,     Rebecca Fogarty,   Laura Gilbert ,   Trevor   Carr   and  Dave Lewis .    

CO2 60 6 - 0 2  Declarations of Interest:   Cllrs  Sara Keeton  and  Will  Thomas declared personal interests as SCC Councillors in relation  to agenda items pertaining to SCC items.     

CO2 60 6 - 0 3  Public Participation    (I n accordance with Section 48 of the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021   and the Standing Orders of Mumbles Community Council . Members of the Public may  make representations only on published agenda items. Members of the Public who  wish to make representations must inform the Chief Officer at least 3 working days  before the meeting. For further guidance, please refer to the Publ ic Participation Policy  on the Council's Website.)      The Chair, Cllr Thomas outlined the procedures for public participation. No members of  the public were present.    

CO2 60 6 - 0 4  To approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on the 12 th   May 2026     RESOLVED   To approve the minutes of the  Annual   Meeting held on  1 2 th   May   202 6   as a true record .          

