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	Minutes of Meeting of the Environmental Committee
    held on 24th February 2026 at 6.30 pm 
          Hybrid Meeting Ostreme Centre and via Teams










Councillors Present: Carrie Townsend Jones (Chair),  Helen Nelson, Sara Keeton,  and Rebecca Fogarty 

Co-opted members present:  None

Officers Present:  Mari Potter – Environmental and Sustainability Officer and Ian Hughes – CSO

At the commencement of the meeting The Chair, Cllr Townsend-Jones welcomed Dan Staniaszek of The Environmental Centre who presented to MCC on The Big Climate Leap agenda item EN2603-07 refers.




	EN2602-01
	Apologies: Cllr Phil Keeton


	EN2602-02
	Declarations of Interest 

                Cllrs Fogarty and Sara Keeton declared a personal interest in any matter connected to SCC that might arise in their capacities as  SCC Councillors.
       

	EN2602-03
	Introduction – Sarah Thyer – newly appointed volunteer co-ordinator
Sarah Thyer was unable to attend meeting and had provided her apologies to CSO.

RESOLVED: Agenda item deferred until March 2026


	







EN2602-07
	The Chair Cllr Townsend Jones proposed that the Diversity Crisis Update agenda item be brought forward to accommodate the speaker, Dan Staniaszek, who left after his presentation. 

RESOLVED: The Committee agreed to bring this agenda item forward.

 
Diversity Crisis Update – Dan Staniaszek - Big Climate Leap

Dan Staniaszek a consultant with The Environmental Centre introduced himself. Dan had circulated a detailed report prior to the meeting and set out key points before taking questions from Councillors. Dan had worked at The Centre for just over a year but prior to this role he had prepared a report for MCC on reducing their carbon footprint. 
The Environmental Centre are responsible for a number of programmes and schemes including The Big Climate Leap, and the organisation assists over twenty organisations within Swansea. 
Dan outlined the aim of reducing the carbon footprint by 25% over a five-year period  and  detailed three scopes to accomplish this.  The first two relating to gas and electricity use whilst the third related to other forms of energy sources. 

Dan presented key findings and during the discussion that followed a number of aspects were raised including more efficient use of heating, particularly central heating, community engagement, procurement policy and early planning on potential budgeting commitments for the following financial year.

The Chair, Cllr Townsend Jones thanks Dan for his contribution and agreed that future liaison between himself and MCC should continue. This was endorsed by all committee members.

Dan Staniaszek left the meeting at 7.15pm

RESOLVED: Mari Potter to liaise on behalf of MCC with Dan on recommendations and follow-up meetings and update environmental folders as appropriate. 


	EN2602-04
	Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Committee
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 27th January 2026 as a true record.

RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 27th January 2026.


	
EN2602-05
	Actions arising from Previous Meetings
The CSO updated the committee on all outstanding actions having previously circulated the full list of outstanding ‘actions’ to committee members. Discussions took place on a number of outstanding and proposed new actions. 

RESOLVED: Outstanding actions updated and shown as complete where appropriate; details recorded in ‘action’ report, together with newly created actions. 


	EN2602-06
	Budget Monitoring Reports to 31/12/2025
Reports attached. 

Financial reports prepared by RFO, Paul Beynon had previously been distributed to committee members. No questions relating to the budget reports had been provided either to the CSO or the RFO prior to the meeting.

The reports were discussed by the committee including spending from The Civic Amenity Budget and the acquisition of bus shelters in particular.

RESOLVED to approve the budget monitoring reports to 31 December 2025




	EN2602-08
	Castle Woods Paths Update

No update at present




	EN2602-09
	Picnic Benches – Update

Updates provided by The Chair, Cllr Townsend Jones and Mari Potter who informed the committee that the issue of park benches formed part of her monthly environmental report. Mari has been in contact with Swansea Council who might assist with the moving and installation of benches once the ‘events season’ begins in The Spring of 2026. Mari is also in the process of liaising with SCC over potential sites for the benches.

RESOLVED  Mari Potter to continue her liaison with SCC over the siting of benches within MCC area.  


	EN2602-10
	Training Plan

The Chair, Cllr Townsend Jones reminded committee members of the importance of participating with The One Voice Wales Diversity Workshop Training.
Committee members noted upcoming training events in relation to climate resilience and green infrastructure.





	EN2602-11
	Noticeboard – Underhill Park – Update

The Chair, Cllr Townsend Jones had provided three quotes for noticeboards which had been circulated to members prior to the meeting. The notice boards ranged between £500 and £750 in price and options of wood, steel or aluminium were available.
A discussion on the most suitable material and the most appropriate place to be sited within the Underhill Car Park took place.

In addition to the newly proposed noticeboard at Underhill a discussion took place on how best to make use of existing noticeboards.

RESOLVED A list of existing noticeboards to be created and Councillors and Staff within MCC to utilise existing noticeboards more efficiently.

ACTION Mari Potter to research the most appropriate noticeboard for the Underhill Car Park in consultation with Dan Staniaszek of The Environmental Centre






	EN2602-12
	EO Report

Mari Potter had circulated her February Environmental Report prior to the meeting.
Mari outlined key points from her report and addressed questions, including the following topics:-
· Mumbles Gardener’s Question Time.
 (RESOLVED that refreshment, including Welsh Cakes will be provided and that a voucher from Cash Hardware will be the prize for the winner of the quiz held during the event)

· FreshWater Watch

· Volunteering
RESOLVED any  committee member with suggestions for potential groups to assist with volunteering to e-mail Mari Potter with relevant information.

· Social Media
(RESOLVED that Cllr Nelson will contact Claire Anderson who whilst employed as the Events Officer held the Facebook administrator’s code for updating information)

· Buzz and Bloom


	EN2602-13
	Marketing and Social Media

Previously discussed with the Environmental Report EN2602-12 refers.


	EN2602-14
	OVW Diversity Packages Grant Funding

A link to The OVW Diversity Packages had been circulated prior to the meeting. Options were discussed including the installation of habitat boxes and planters & pollinators at Norton Nature Reserve.

RESOLVED Approval obtained to acquire habitat boxes and planters & pollinators for Norton Nature Reserve.

Cllr Sara Keeton left the meeting at 8.06pm



	EN2602-15
	BinForGreenSeas

Mari Potter outlined BinForGreenSeas in her environmental report. 

RESOLVED To be discussed at March Meeting




	EN2602-16
	Review of Current Projects and Plans and Priorities: -
a) Bee Friendly Streets
b) West Cross Green Hedge Laying Workshop
c) Water Quality Testing
d) Buzz and Bloom 26
e) Mumbles GQT
f) Green event for September 26.
RESOLVED: All of the above projects and plans were discussed within the Environmental Officer’s Report EN2602-12  refers.
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EN2601-12

	
Meeting ended at 8.12.pm.


Next Meeting in March 2026 (date to be confirmed)


	
	







	
	Signed by Chair
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 Signed by Chair  

                Councillors Present:  Carrie   Townsend Jones   (Chair ),  Helen   Nelson, Sara Keeton,  and Rebecca Fogarty      Co - opted members present :     None     Officer s   Present:     Mari Potter   –   Environmental and Sustainability   Officer  and   Ian Hughes   –   CSO     At the commencement of the meeting The Chair, Cllr Townsend - Jones welcomed   Dan Staniaszek  of The  Environmental C entre   w ho  present ed   to MCC on The Big Climate Lea p   agenda item  EN2 60 3 - 0 7   refers.          

EN2 60 2 - 01  Apologies:  Cllr  Phil Keeton    

EN2 602 - 0 2  Declarations of Interes t                        Cllrs Fogarty and Sara Keeton declared a personal interest in any matter  connected to SCC that might arise in their capacities as  SCC Councillors.            

EN2 602 - 0 3  Introduction  –   Sarah Thyer  –   newly appointed volunteer co - ordinator   Sarah Thyer was unable to attend meeting   and had provided her apologies to CSO .     RESOLVED:   Agenda item deferred until   March 2026    

                EN2 602 - 0 7  The   Chair   Cllr   Townsend   Jones   propose d   that   the   Diversity   Crisis   Update   agenda   item   be   brought   forward   to   accommodate   the   speaker,   Dan   Staniaszek ,   who   left   after   his   presentation .       RESOLVED:   The   Committee   agreed   to   bring   this   agenda   item   forward.         Diversity   Crisis   Update   –   Dan   Staniaszek   -   Big   Climate   Leap     Dan   Staniaszek   a   consultant   with   The   Environmental   C entre   introduced   himself .   Dan   had   circulated   a   detailed   report   prior   to   the   meeting   and   set   out   key   points   before   taking   questions   from   Councillors.   Dan   had   worked   at   The   Centre   for   just   over   a   year   but   prior   to   this   role   he   had   prepared   a   report   for   MCC   on   reducing   their   carbon   footprint.    

Minutes of Meeting of the Envir o nmental Committee        held on  2 4 th   Febru ary   202 6   at 6.30 pm                Hybrid Meeting  Ostreme Centre   and via  Teams    

